
   
 

UAE’s Ministry of Defence Strengthens its Environmental 
Creden;als with Tabreed and Emerge 

• New Abu Dhabi project sees the integra5on of solar power into Tabreed’s energy mix 
 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates – 16 June 2025: The UAE Ministry of Defence, in partnership 
with Tabreed, the world’s leading district cooling company, and Emerge, a joint venture 
between the UAE’s Masdar, a global clean energy leader, and France’s EDF Group, announced 
today the comple5on of a new project to integrate solar energy into two district cooling plants 
serving the Ministry’s facili5es in Abu Dhabi. 

In March 2024, a partnership agreement was signed to develop solar PV plants to be operated 
for a period of 25 years. Approximately 4,000 solar panels have been installed at the district 
cooling plants, supplying their thermal energy storage infrastructure and chilled water pumps 
with 2.4 megawaN (MW) of clean electricity. This will help reduce reliance on the electricity grid 
during peak periods and prevent emissions of more than 2,600 tons of CO2 annually. 

The project was officially inaugurated by a senior delega5on from the Ministry of Defence, 
Tabreed and Emerge. This ini5a5ve follows the unveiling of the UAE Armed Forces Climate 
Change Strategy in December 2023, announced by the UAE Ministry of Defence to reinforce its 
commitment to reducing carbon emissions through a long-term energy transi5on.  

Tabreed’s CEO, Khalid Al Marzooqi, explained that this achievement further strengthens the 
already close strategic rela5onship between the company and the Ministry of Defence, which 
began with the commissioning of its first district cooling plant in 1998. He added, “Sustainability 
is a core concept at Tabreed, and we con5nually analyse and improve our opera5ons in line with 
global aspira5ons to achieve climate neutrality. Recently Tabreed made a significant leap in 
diversifying its energy mix by introducing geothermal energy, and today we are proud to 
introduce another renewable: solar. These achievements underscore Tabreed’s commitment to 
the UAE’s net-zero goals and we will con5nue to integrate renewable energy at addi5onal 
plants, to further our support of the public and private sectors in achieving their own 
environmental targets.” 

Michel Abi Saab, General Manager of Emerge, said: “This milestone reflects the growing 
momentum for distributed solar solu5ons across vital sectors of the UAE. We are proud to 
support the Ministry of Defence and Tabreed in advancing their sustainability goals by 
integra5ng clean energy into core infrastructure. At Emerge, we remain commiNed to enabling 



   
 

partners across the region to decarbonise their opera5ons, reduce energy costs and drive 
measurable impact towards the UAE’s net-zero ambi5ons.”  
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About Na7onal Central Cooling Company PJSC (Tabreed) 

Tabreed provides essen;al and sustainable district cooling services to iconic developments such as the 
Burj Khalifa, Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, Louvre Abu Dhabi, Ferrari World, Emirates Towers, Yas Island, 
Al Maryah Island, Dubai Mall, Dubai Opera, Dubai Metro, Bahrain Financial Harbor and the Jabal Omar 
Development in the Holy City of Makkah. The company owns and operates 92 plants in its porZolio, 
including 76 in the United Arab Emirates, five in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, eight in Oman, one in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, one in India and one in Egypt, in addi;on to other interna;onal projects and 
opera;ons.  

Tabreed is a leading driver of progress for people, communi;es, and environments around the world 
towards a more sustainable future. Founded in 1998 and publicly listed on the Dubai Financial Market, it 
is one of the UAE’s strongest growth companies. Through its extensive regional and interna;onal 
opera;ons, industry-leading reliability and efficiency, R&D programmes and investment in AI technology, 
Tabreed further solidifies its posi;on as the industry’s global leader. In addi;on to district cooling, 
Tabreed’s energy efficiency services extend the company’s sustainability impact, helping businesses and 
organisa;ons to improve their overall energy consump;on, in turn preven;ng CO2 emissions and 
assis;ng in the achievement of carbon neutrality objec;ves. 

www.tabreed.ae 

www.linkedin.com/company/tabreed 

www.instagram.com/tabreedae 

About Emerge  
Emerge is a joint venture between Masdar and EDF Group established to develop solar generation, energy 
storage and hybrid solutions in the Middle East. We support our business partners in achieving their 
sustainability goals. A home-grown company, Emerge was founded in 2021 and has since established a 
robust performance record. Emerge provides clients with comprehensive renewable energy solutions via 
solar power agreements. Clients do not have to make any initial financial commitments. This empowers 
our customers to concentrate on their core operations while reducing operational and energy 
expenditures.  

http://www.tabreed.ae/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tabreed
http://www.instagram.com/tabreedae


   
 

  
Contacts:  
Website: https://emerge-energy.com/  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/emerge-energy-company  
 
About Masdar: 
Masdar (Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company) is one of the world’s fastest-growing renewable energy 
companies. As a global clean energy leader, Masdar is advancing the development and deployment of 
solar, wind, geothermal, battery storage and green hydrogen technologies to accelerate the energy 
transformation and help the world meet its net-zero ambitions. Established in 2006, Masdar has 
developed and invested in projects in over 40 countries with a combined capacity of 51 gigawatts (GW), 
providing affordable clean energy access to those who need it most and helping to power a more 
sustainable future. 
 
Masdar is jointly owned by TAQA, ADNOC, and Mubadala, and is targeting a renewable energy portfolio 
capacity of 100GW by 2030 while aiming to be a leading producer of green hydrogen by the same year. 
 
Contacts: 
For media inquiries, please contact: press@masdar.ae  
For more information please visit: https://www.masdar.ae and connect: facebook.com/masdar.ae and 
twitter.com/Masdar 
 
About EDF Group 
The EDF Group is a key player in the energy transition, as an integrated energy operator engaged in all 
aspects of the energy business: power generation, distribution, trading, energy sales and energy services. 
The Group is a world leader in low-carbon energy, with a low carbon output of 5204TWh, a diverse 
generation mix based mainly on nuclear and renewable energy (including hydropower). It is also investing 
in new technologies to support the energy transition. EDF’s raison d’être is to build a net zero energy 
future with electricity and innovative solutions and services, to help save the planet and drive well-being 
and economic development. The Group supplies energy and services to approximately 40.9 million 
customers and generated consolidated sales of €118.7 billion in 2024. 
 
Contacts: 
For more information: www.uae.edf.com  
Follow us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/edfmiddleeast 
For media enquiries, please contact: alexandra.taleva@edf.com 
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