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Date 1st September 2008
Ref: FD-3511/08

Mr. Essa Kazim
Chairman

Dubai Financial Market
United Arab Emirates

Subject : Global’s Private Equity Team Acquires Controlling Stake in Al Sawani
Saudi Arabia

The Private Equity Group of Global Investment House (Global), announced the
completion of the acquisition of a controlling stake in Al Sawani Food and Industrial
Supply Company ("Al Sawani" or "the Company"). The announcement came as the
Buyout Fund and its associates concluded the legal and regulatory requirements of the
acquisition of Al Sawani, a Saudi based retailing giant with over 550 outlets spread
across 12 regional countries.

Best regards,
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Executive Vice President
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