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Gulf Finance House appointed as Strategic Partner by Young Arab Leaders
· Under the royal patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, YAL Forum 2006 set to take place in Jordan on 25-27 November
· YAL aimed at creating the appropriate environment for the emergence of a new generation of leaders in the Arab world
Manama, Bahrain/ 22 November 2006: Gulf Finance House (GFH) today announced that it had been appointed as a Strategic Partner by Young Arab Leaders (YAL), a leading global NGO aimed at creating the appropriate environment for the emergence of a new generation of leaders in the Arab world. 
The appointment precedes the launch of the Second YAL Annual Forum 2006, which will be held in the Dead Sea, Jordan from 25 to 27 November 2006.  GFH will also be strategic partners in the event along with Tatweer Dubai.
Key issues to be discussed at the forum, which will be held under the royal patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, will include enhancing and developing the effectiveness of Young Arab Leaders to identify and address critical issues confronting the Arab World especially those relating to education, entrepreneurship, leadership development, dialogue exchange and youth network, demonstrating the full range of ideas and assistance available from within the region’s private, public, and civil society sectors towards positive change; and identifying significant synergies and areas of cooperation and exchange within the region.
Some of the confirmed guests include H.M. King Abdullah II Ibn Hussein of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; H.E. Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestine Authority, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of the Republic of Turkey; H.E. Suhair Al Ali, Minister of Planning and International Cooperation of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Dr. Mustafa Barghouthi, Palestinian National Initiative Head and Board Member of the Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees; Najeeb Suwaris, CEO of ORASCOM and Fadi Ghandour, CEO of Aramex.
Commenting on the appointment, Mr. Saeed Al Muntafiq, Chairman of YAL and CEO of Tatweer said, “We are investing our energies in transforming perceived weaknesses and obstacles into opportunities for growth throughout the region, with a focus on youth as a vehicle for achieving that end.  We believe that the presence of GFH on the board, an acknowledged leader in the region’s Investment Banking sector, as a strategic partner would add great value to this endeavor.”
YAL’s strategy is based on five main initiatives which YAL will organize and facilitate, including the Education Initiative, Leadership Initiative, Entrepreneurship Initiative, Youth Network Initiative and the Dialogue Exchange Initiative.

Commenting on GFH’s partnership with YAL, Mr. Esam Janahi, CEO and Board Member of GFH and Board Member of YAL, said “GFH and all its projects and activities are aimed at positively contributing to both the social and economic development of all the markets in which our projects are located.  GFH is aware of its social responsibilities to these communities that it contributes to.  We strongly believe in mentoring and nurturing youth as they are our future.  It thus gives us immense pleasure to partner with YAL, where have found an organization that has similar values and goals as us, aiming at developing a new generation of Arab Leaders.”
Strategic Partners of YAL play a very positive role in realizing its agenda by contributing to YAL’s initiatives and programs, which aim to develop the skills of Arab youth and preparing them to take on leading positions.

YAL also recently announced their regional Board of Directors including Mr. Esam Janahi – Chief Executive Officer and Board Member of Gulf Finance House, Bahrain; Dr. Bassem Awadallah, director of the Office of His Majesty King Abdullah II, Jordan; Mr. Hani Al Zubair, Managing Director of the Al Zubair Corporation, Oman; Mr. Elias Bou Saab, Vice-President of the American University in Dubai and Dr. Omar bin Suleiman, Governor of Dubai International Financial Centre Authority.
